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Assoclation together with French friends and the Elgar Chorale Led by Donald Hunt
gathered together for a short ceremony to commemorate the bravery and sacrifices
madle by members of the Worcestershive Regiment during and after the Liberation of
vernon during the summer of 1944 . After wreathes had beew Laid at the monument,
the Chorale fittingly sang ‘Lux Aeterna’ by Edward Elgar.




Comment Editor: George Milton &

When we reflect on the impact that twinning has had on our lives memories come flooding back, events
that have gone well or not so well; people we have met and made friends with; and the places we have
visited. Now you have the chance of going into print in the next issue of “Connections” Send your entry
of up to 200 words to the Editor by 26t October please.

Message from the Chairman — Nevill Swanson
"Revitalising The Twinning"

In many ways, in many aspects and in many activities our various partnerships and initiatives are
flourishing. This should be apparent to all members and to Corporate Members, provided that their
nominated contacts duly disseminate our information to all their membership in a timely fashion.

However we have an underlying problem. Our membership is at best static and in any case ageing (no
insults intended to anyone). We know from other local Twinning Associations (and some other
organisations of various kinds) that we are by no means alone in this experience.

Our Twinning was launched by means of a public meeting in The Guildhall called (if | remember
correctly) in 1987 by our then Mayor Clifford Lord (who, | am very happy to say, is still a very active and
enthusiastic member of our Executive).

We need to rejuvenate our Twinning and so we are calling another public meeting in The Guildhall. It will
be on Tuesday éth October starting at 19.30.

The Executive Committee is developing and will expound a strategy for this but we also strongly ask every
single reader of this to feed in their own thoughts and ideas. This will help us prepare for the meeting and
of course there will be ample opportunity at the meeting on October 6th for you to air them as well.

This will be a key event for the continued health and growth of the Twinning Association. Please,
therefore, respond and please also publicise the meeting in advance, as often, to as many people, and
in as many places and ways as you possibly can.

Welcome to our New President.......ceeveeeeienennannn.

The Right Honourable the Mayor of Worcester, Clir. Andrew Roberts

We offer a warm welcome to our new President, Andrew Roberts, who
was made Mayor of Worcester in May. We hope you will able to join us
at our committee meetings in the Guildhall and those social events you
may be able to attend. We do hope you will enjoy being part of
Worcester's twinning scene during your term of office.

The next issue of “Connections” will be published on 6t November 2009
Last date for copy: 26th October 2009
Please let me have your contribution(s) in good time, ideally by email, if possible
Thanks for your co-operation, George




AT THE BEGINNINGS OF TWINNING -  Lena RyQn WIt€S.......vuuvuuiiuiiniieenaiannnn,

When | was asked to join the 8th.Worcester Woden Cubs in a camping adventure abroad about 21 years
ago | didn’t hesitate.

We were to camp with Cubs from Stamm Materborn, Kleve at a site called Hoch
Elten ( Elten Hill ) and | was to be the interpreter when & where necessary.
And so the adventure began. The journey was uneventful but for some Cubs it
was their first flight and also their first sight of smoked salmon for breakfast which
meant that the Leaders arrived fairly well nourished.
At the site and while the children were settling in we had one of the heaviest rain
_ | storms | have ever witnessed. But it was all part of the fun as we slept stacked like
! ; / l sardines in the mini vans because the Cubs & the sleeping bags were sodden.
, » \/ Language between the Cubs was no problem and the camp activities were
- enjoyable — even the long cycle ride for all but the smallest Cubs who arrived at
the Rathaus in splendid chauffer driven style. We were given a Civic Reception and exchanged gifts
and | enjoyed franslating. Not having cycled for about fifteen years | caused great amusement by falling
off my bike five minutes before we got back to camp. Result, much laughter and a huge bruise in a most
crucial place.
We alternated camp visits for several years — the German Cubs camping at Claines School with the 8th,
For me this was great fun as | got to know the German Group Scout Leader and his family very well and
this friendship has lasted over the years since the inception of Twinning. In fact, we are now almost proxy
grandparents to six children from age thirteen downwards whose parents were teen age Leaders when
all this began.
I often ask myself which activity played the greatest parte Twinning or Scouting? It is difficult to say but
for me it has been a very worthwhile experience. Scouting is international; wearing a fleur-de-lys badge
(the international Scout badge ) ensures a warm welcome in all but about three countries in the world
where there are no Scouts. Twinning happens on a much more local level but the welcome is equally
warm.
Highlights of Twinning? Being in the Mayor's Parlour when the “Kleve"” red phone box was inaugurated;
watching the Black Pear tree being planted; cruising along the Rhine in good company and the many
social occasions in both countries but, above all, the readlisation that people from all countries have the
same aims in life which are mutually shared by both Twinning and Scouting. Without Scouting we would
not have gone to Kleve — without Twinning we would not have made such firm friendships. Long may
both activities continue!

Kleve - Contact: Les Tunley

We are taking the upcoming visit of our friends from Kleve seriously now. Our Chairman has
pulled together a ‘Research Team’ to check out the pubs in Ludlow, which is one of the
programmed places our guests will visit during their stay (10" to 16t October) It is hoped that
the ‘Research Team' will be back by then. Les may need help with accommodation during this
period.

Le Vésinet — Contact: Vivien Greenow w

Fete de la Marguerite June 2009

Vivien reports......ccccocvvvnenennn.n.

Others have already written of their experiences as
newcomers to le Vésinet, so it just remains for me to say what
a successful conclusion to our 15t Anniversary celebrations
was enjoyed by all of us who were able to attend.

The official ceremony on Saturday morning emphasised what
twinning is all about — creating friendships between members
of different nations and especially encouraging links with
young people. In the sermon at the Sunday service, the priest
stressed how important it was to make the effort to 'go to the
other side' even if it was not always easy to cross frontiers.

It was good to see that members of Worcester Lawn Tennis
Club who were there had met people from the Ibis Club of le
Vésinet and were hoping to establish a formal link with the
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club. The French players were excited at the prospect of playing on grass !

The Spanish and German twins shared in our other activities — the boat trip on the Seine and the
excursion to Epernay and Reims — and of course the party on Saturday evening and we are becoming
firm friends with our twin's twins! In fact the Spanish twins from Villanueva de la Cafada are hoping to
have a stall at Worcester's Christmas Fayre.

We look forward to meeting some of them again at le Vésinet's Christmas market, and we would
welcome few offers of help on that occasion - the 10t - 13th December.

But as always, the most important people in all our activities are the host families.

Inle Vésinet their generous hospitality knows no bounds and we hope we can repay it in some way.
Thank you Anne-Marie and your team for a most memorable occasion.

Le Vésinet Visit — Lena writes........ccceveveneunennnn.

Where do | start to describe my first visit o Le Vésinet2 | was completely blown away by the whole
experience so it is difficult to choose.
From my initial nervousness wondering at my ability to resurrect my French which | had last spoken years
ago to the kindness of my host who told me that | speak French almost as well as his wife speaks English
(She is a tremendous linguist!) o Annie's great kindness in treating me like a family member is something |
will never forget.
From the moment of meeting | was made so welcome — comfort assured, dietary needs taken care of so
well - that | can only say that | hope | will be able to do
as wellin my turn.
| was particularly lucky because Beryl Williams was
hosted by Mme.Catherine Rouquette, a great friend of
Mme. Annie Creteaux, so Beryl & | were made
particularly welcome by two hostesses, sharing evening
meals at alternate homes, being together at the Grand
Picnic, the Celebratory Dinner & being conducted round
the Sunday Market, Epernay vineyards & Reims. Jointly
we discovered the site on the Seine where the
Impressionists started their work, heard a flute & piano
concert (free), visited Croissy Museum & La Grenouillerie
' to see Impressionist Art. What an experiencel!
Everything was done for our comfort & enjoyment & we could not ask for more.
The trip around Paris & the “"bateau mouche™ sail on the Seine was also something not to be forgotten.
What an astounding city Paris is!
Annie & Xavier's home is one of the most beautiful | have ever seen. Antique furniture & objects d'arts,
everywhere books and paintings but also lovely photographs of grandchildren and children’s things
waiting to be used when the little ones are there. | was privileged to be part of their life for a little while
and | look forward hopefully to a return visit.
These four days really were wonderful. | am so pleased | was persuaded to go on the visit.
Thanks to Vivien & my husband.

And Fred also gives his impressions.............c........

Just after dawn cracked on 19th June some 25 people were waiting at Croft Road to board a coach to
Le Vésinet. A couple of hours later, or maybe more, we arrived tired but happy to be met by our hosts.
Day 2.

In the morning we were taken for at look St Germain and a view of Paris from the castle terrace. Then
back to Le Vésinet and lac des Ibis for the 15th Anniversary Celebrations and a buffet lunch where
I'Harmonie and the Worcester. Concert Brass entertained us. In the afternoon to Paris and a trip down the
Seine on a bateaux-mouche. Very enjoyable and great views of this lovely city. Meeting congestion on
the way back our driver, in addition to his satnav, had three French ladies and Vivien directing him as to
the best way to avoid the heaviest traffic. For those sitting near the front this was a comedy turn to beat
all comedy turns.

In the evening we had a 15th Anniversary meal at restaurant Bon Sauveur, Very enjoyable with good
food and wine.

Day 3.

In the morning there was an open air mass, which was very moving, followed by a picnic provided by our
hosts. The afternoon we spent in the house that belonged to Napoleon's Josephine - an interesting
building with much period furniture. On route back to Le Vésinet we stopped off, for a beer, at the cafe
at Chatou where Renoir painted a picture of The Canoists. As we arrived the Worcester Concert Brass
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were setting out their seats and music stands ready to entertain the café clients who were sitting outside

and on the river bank. This was fortuitous for us for we had no idea they would be there.

Day 4.

Another early morning start for a visit to Mercier at Epernay, in the Champagne district for a tour and

tasting. Some of us succumbed to buying the odd bottle. | had not realised just how huge the "caves"”

were for there are hundreds of kilometres of tunnels (with railways) in the chalk containing millions of

bottles of maturing champagne. .

Then on to Rheims for a meal in a very nice restaurant and w '

a visit o the cathedral and a walk around the city. We also e T

met up with the Spanish and German visitors who had : ' ¥ 1

been part of the celebrations in Le Vésinet. ;

Day 5.

Another reasonably early start to return home.

Thank you Vivien, Nevill, the Comite de Jumelages du

Vésinet and especially our hosts for making our visit so

memorable and enjoyable. ¥ \

Not forgetting, of course, our fellow travellers. ?3‘ -
Gillia Freas

%

Worcester, MA - Contact Lucy Hodgson &

I am looking forward to being the new link for Worcester MA and would like to develop some of the links
made whilst | was the Mayor. The Worcester Rugby Football Club, the amateur section are proposing a
visit to Worcester Massachusetts in May 2011. This is in response to a long standing invitation from the
rugby club in the United States who visited six ways in the 1980's. They are proposing a tour for forty
players and officials for ten days and the cost of this will be approximately £32,000. The rugby club will be
fund raising over the next two years to help fund this visit.

Vernon - Contact: Peter Rogers #®&
Peterreports.......cccc.c........

Why does the Worcestershires' Memorial at La Fontaine Tilly exercise such a powerful influence? Is it the
tranquility of the site, which is in such stark contrast to the nightmare that unfolded there on August 26/27
19442 Is it the solitary piece of Malvern Rock, brought there in a van by former comrades and dedicated
in 20002

Whatever it is, the last visit there during the Foire aux Cerises was painfully powerful.

In a tour supported by the Twinning Associations of Rouen and Vernon, the Elgar Chorale under Donald
Hunt had already completed a tour of Normandy that had started on the invasion beaches, almost
tracking the Worcestershires' path towards the Seine at Vernon

They had given a series of concerts in St Jean, Caen, Le Memorial Museum Caen, St Thomas in Rouen,
the international dinner and outdoors during the Foire and they were to conclude with a stunning
concert in Vernon with Chorus Semper Veret from Vernon.

Each performance had its moments. At Le Memorial Museum , Caen, atmospheric with a stunning split
screen portrayal of D Day from the defenders and the invaders perspectives, they simply started to sing in
the Foyer. Lux Aeterna, with the haunting theme from Nimrod, was followed by Land of Hope and Glory
and the Marsellaise. Passers-by, initially curious, stopped, and then were drawn in as the music reached a
crescendo that filled the space around them. Noisy school children, older visitors, the staff at the desks,
all stopped and listened to this tribute to those who died.

At Vernon the two streams from Worcester came together. The music and the less glamorous but hard
graft work on the market. This year was different. A good team of relatively inexpert sales people
combined into a very laid back, jolly yet effective group who worked hard, had fun and made money. It
was a blend of good nature and mutual support. Hazel and David Lawrance, Terry Coles, Robert
Loveless, David Wright, Aileen Firminger, Beryl Williams, Joy Greenwood and Nevill Swanson take a bow!
Once again we were surrounded by good will in this small regional working city which is so like us in many
ways. Vernon is unpretentious, there is some light industry which has seen better days, the population is
ethnically mixed and there is an atmosphere of tolerance, combined with clear historic pride. It is a good
match for Worcester.

On the final Saturday we all joined in an act of remembrance at the regimental memorial. You know their
story by now. Isolated against a fierce German counter attack to push the bridgehead back, the
Worcestershires stood their ground and paid the price. As the music of Elgar rose up through the trees,

5



there was not a person who failed to be deeply moved. If we were honest, none of us held it together. If
the Twinning Association does nothing else, it has brought back home the memories of those who never
returned from that rather beautiful spot at the Worcestershires lay-by at la Fontaine Tilly.

La Foire aux Cerises (Cherry Fair) a Vernon - Terry Coles writes...........cccceveverueerveennen.

This was a French trip punctuated by music and having so many people from Worcestershire in Vernon
made this year’'s Cherry Fair rather special. At about the same time as we got to Vernon by minibus, the
Elgar Chorale arrived by coach, and they kept singing: behind the Town Hall (with some competition
from alocal pop group), in the middle of the official dinner, in a clearing in the forest across the river, and
at a special concert in the Collégiale, where the superb music produced by the choir, organ, clarinet
and flute reverberated beautifully around the lofty church building.

We did have a few problems before departure: did we have a minibus and did we have enough
qualified driverse However, everything came together in the end, the Chorale's coach took most of our
produce and David (Lawrance) drove us so well to Dover that we caught an earlier ferry. With Hazel's
organisation, we set up and decorated the stall very quickly, and even had a cooker, running water and
a fridge! In fact, the Vernon people did all they could to help us, with a constant supply of cherries, and
lots of offers of help to garage the minibus. The weather was superb, though a bit too hot for some of us,
and certainly for the olive oil, which started exploding on the stand! Nevill coped with explosions in the
same calm manner in which he coped with speeches in French and exchanging gifts at the official
dinner.

The Worcester group worked very happily together on the stall; Aileen and David (Wright) manned the
stall all the first day and were so determined not to miss a sale that David had to be persuaded to go for
lunch! As in previous years, the stall was next to the German beer tent, so we were kept refreshed! In
return we provided the Germans with English conversation and cups of tea. They were very keen to
promote Bad Kissingen's prestigious summer music festival, and | think Aileen signed up on the spot!
Bacon butties had varied success. Joy thought that the smell of cooking bacon would attract the
customers, but the German sausages next door seemed
more to the French taste, though Peter did his best with
samples for the beer drinkers. However, one group did
keep coming back for more bacon: the Elgar Chorale
were our best customers! We didn’t take Marmite this
year, and this disappointed some French who came for
their annual supply! Instead, we tried to sell Stilton in the
land of cheese! Some scoffed: “Le fromage anglais — ca
existe” (English cheese —is there such a thing?2). Though
some would not mix Stilton with beer, others did taste it
and agreed that it was not bad - though persuading
them to

buy it was another matter! Our most persuasive sales
people were Robert and Beryl, who eventually sold everything from the stall - they never gave up on a
sale!

One important historical event which links our towns is the liberation of Vernon by the Worcestershire
Regiment in 1944. The most poignant memory of the trip was at a clearing in the forest where the
Worcestershire Regiment suffered heavy losses, having just crossed the river Seine at Vernon. We went to
the monument to remember the young men who died, Peter spoke about the events of 1944 and the
Elgar Chorale sang some very moving Elgar music. This was made all the more moving for me by a recent
visit to Lithuania, another country occupied during the Second World War, and another memorial in
another clearing in another forest.

Hazel has given each of us 2 days off from the stall. So, on Bank Holiday Monday, those of us who were
free took the minibus to Giverny, where Aileen's blue badge enabled us to park in the middle of town, so
we could all get to the new Monet exhibition and the poppy field, and have lunch in the shade,
rounding off a very enjoyable visit to our good friends in Vernon.

Ukmergé - Lithuania Contact: Terry Coles: &

Ukmergé non-festival 2009 - Terry reports......... ccc.cuune.....

It is hard to cancel a festival 3 weeks before the event! For financial reasons, our prospective Lithuanian
twin town of Ukmergé had to cancel their May festival at the end of April. | managed to pull the plug on
the Worcester group's plans, but the Italians had already paid for their flights, and the Ukrainians had
their visas, so they were going! Also, the organisers of annual events like concerts, the bikers and the
beer memorabilia festival were not going to pull out. | had laid aside a weekend for Ukmerge, so they
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